STACKED STUDENT HOUSING

Location Udyambag, Belgaum
Site area 100 sq.m

Built area 225 sgq.m

Project cost INR 80,00,000

The design for a small student housing project in the town of Belgaum, India explores the section as a device to layer a
series of semi-private living spaces vertically. What seems like a straight forward division of space in plan is actually a complex
layering of self contained living units to achieve maximum density yet maintain comfortable living standards for the occupants.
The site is a minuscule parcel of the land barely measuring a 100 sgq.m on which the building was proposed and
the number of students to be accommodated is more a result of the economics of scale and return on the invest-
ment. In all, the building of about 225 sq.m accommodates 29 students in semi-private triple and double occupancy
units.
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Stacking Concept

With such a small site, the building would have to be
stacked vertically, but the building had to be below the
stipulated 15 meters height above which stringent
high-rise building regulations for fire safety are required
to be met. Thus the buildings envelop is fixed by the side
margins and the height restriction..

Considering that this is a cost effective project on a small
site, everything is pared down in this design. Every
millimetre of space was debated upon. If the walls of
the toilets were thought to consume too much space,
they were replaced by 40 mm kadappa stone slabs, a
detail thatalso eliminated the need for tile work in wet
areas. Plastered surfaces are kept to a bare minimum,
with even the brick walls being unplastered and just
painted white so as to visually open up the space and
also allow for regular upkeep.
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